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Module 1
Lecture #04

Learning Outcomes:
● Understand the concept of rural-urban migration and its causes.

● Analyze the consequences of rural-urban migration.

● Discuss the issues related to urbanization in India.

Introduction to Development and Migration

● Definition of Development: Development refers to the process of improving the quality

of all human lives and capabilities by raising people's levels of living, self-esteem, and

freedom.

● Definition of Rural-Urban Migration: Rural-urban migration is the movement of

people from rural areas to urban areas in search of better employment opportunities,

living conditions, and access to services.

Causes of Rural-Urban Migration
● Economic Factors:

○ Employment Opportunities: Urban areas typically offer more diverse and

higher-paying job opportunities.

○ Income Disparities: Significant income differences between rural and urban areas

drive migration.

● Social Factors:

○ Better Living Standards: Access to better healthcare, education, and housing in

urban areas.

○ Quality of Life: Urban areas often provide more amenities and recreational

facilities.

● Environmental Factors:

○ Agricultural Issues: Problems such as poor soil fertility, lack of water, and

natural disasters in rural areas.
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○ Climate Change: Environmental degradation and climate change affecting rural

livelihoods.

Consequences of Rural-Urban Migration
● Positive Consequences:

○ Economic Growth: Urbanization can lead to economic development and

industrial growth.

○ Labor Market: Availability of labor for industries and services in urban areas.

○ Remittances: Migrants send money back to their rural families, improving rural

livelihoods.

● Negative Consequences:

○ Urban Overcrowding: Increased pressure on urban infrastructure and services.

○ Slums and Informal Settlements: Growth of slums due to lack of affordable

housing.

○ Social Issues: Increased crime rates, poverty, and social inequality in urban areas.

○ Environmental Degradation: Pollution and depletion of resources in urban areas.

Issues Related to Urbanization in India
● Infrastructure and Housing:

○ Inadequate Infrastructure: Insufficient transportation, sanitation, and healthcare

facilities.

○ Housing Shortages: Rapid urbanization leads to a significant housing deficit,

especially for low-income groups.

● Employment:

○ Informal Sector Employment: A large portion of urban employment is informal,

lacking job security and benefits.

○ Unemployment: Urban areas face high levels of unemployment, particularly

among the youth.

● Social Services:

○ Education and Healthcare: Overburdened public education and healthcare

systems.
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○ Social Inequality: Persistent inequality in access to services and opportunities.

● Environmental Issues:

○ Pollution**: High levels of air, water, and noise pollution in urban areas.

○ Resource Depletion: Strain on natural resources such as water and green spaces.

Assignment #04
● Identify and discuss the major issues associated with rapid urbanization in India.

Consider factors such as housing shortages, traffic congestion, environmental

degradation, and inadequate public services.


